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Smokers face ban at home if nurse calls

The Observer Sunday February 5, 2006

Hundreds of thousands of smokers will be banned from lighting up in their own 
homes when nurses or other health workers visit them, under controversial new 
rules drawn up by the nurses' professional body. 
The move dramatically widens the scope of the public clampdown on passive 
smoking - taking it from the workplace or the pub into the living room. It will 
trigger fresh debate over the nature of personal freedom versus public health.

Nurses won't turn their backs on smokers
The Observer Sunday February 12, 2006

Your piece on smoking in the home (News, last week) misrepresented the Royal 
College of Nursing's view on the subject of patient-smoking.

The Press



Soap Operas

• Casualty
• Holby City
• Nurses 
• Not forgetting THE ARCHERS

All have run story lines about 
Drink/Drugs/Tobacco



Documentary's

• Casualty
• Holby City
• Nurses 
And you thought it was sad when I listed 

them as soap operas - The public believe 
what they See, Hear & Want to!

So what's next . . .



Time Line

• May 05 – Call from researcher

• July 05 – Visit to Channel 4 ‘Education’
• Nov 05 – Channel 4 ‘Science’ also interested

• Nov 05 – Site visit by Firefly (production company)

• Dec 13 2005 (10.00am)– Meeting with 
production team (Steam Train Warning)

• Dec 13 2005 (11.45am)- Channel 4 confirm start 
date! (Steam train had left the station)



It begins

• Confirming Ethical approval
• Discussion with HCC
• Discussion with local PCT
• Discussion with MNC
• Identifying Service user profile
• Identifying Service users
• Identifying Staff
• Liaising with neighbours



It continues . . .

• Consent issues (pre TV assessment, disclosure of 
information, treatment)

• Recruiting service users within profile
• HCC (need to register temporary unit as fit for purpose)

• Building issues (design change/heating/utilities etc)

• HCC (dedicated policy & procedure for temporary unit)

• Logistics (Food Hygiene, Medicines Act Compliance, Control of 
Infection etc, etc,etc)

• Risk assessments for everything you can 
think of & many you cant!



It began . . .









So Why?

• Because we are nurses and proud of what 
we do

• Because we believed that if the general 
public saw our service users as people 
and not ‘Red Top’ “Druggies” it might help 
change perceptions

• Over 5 million viewers watched over the 
course of 7.5 hrs of (edited) live TV



First of two comments  . . .
“Yes it is brave to do that on camera, but I will b et they have been paid to
go on for their trouble. Is this just not another f orm of exploitation of drug users,
and in many ways dishonest? The only way public opi nion is going to change is
for a bit of honesty to be shown about drug use and  drug users.

And how many poems are there about riding the white /brown horse are there
for god sake? The media should have a responsibilit y to report the truth.

Channel 4 were supposed to be showing harm reductio n stuff as well at the
same time as this programme, but apparently they sa id they did not have the
time. 

It is just cheap television at the expense of vulne rable people. I would bet that
many people who are involved with the making of thi s programme or it's
production will have raging coke habits (it is rife  in the entertainment business).

The hypocrisy makes me want to vomit.”



Second Comment
“Dear Malcolm

It was quite a surprise when I switched on the TV o ne night to watch the
programme Cold Turkey and to hear you and what you were talking
about! It was really nice to see what doctors and n urses actually do in
their line of work and the influence they have on p eople. 

I found the programme brilliant! It was very inform ative and to be honest 
changed my views on opiate addicted people. I think  it would have most 
definitely had a positive influence on young people  and prevent people 
From taking drugs. If anything I wish the programme  was on a bit earlier
so younger people could view it.

If you will be doing any more programmes like this I would  most
definitely like to see them”


